DRAFT PENDING ACADEMIC COUNCIL APPROVAL

University of Ontario Institute of Technology’s Policy on

the Use of Turnitin.com’s Plagiarism Detection System

Our Commitment to Academic Integrity

In an effort to ensure the highest academic standards, University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) supports academic integrity through academic policies that define academic dishonesty. UOIT recognizes that incidences of plagiarism by students, whether knowingly or accidentally, have increased with the use of Internet resources.

To assist students and faculty to better understand plagiarism and issues pertaining to academic dishonesty a number of educational resources have been developed. These include: citation guides found on the UOIT library site; an Academic Integrity Handbook for faculty members; and an Academic Integrity Guideline document for students. Together these resources provide a set of tools to assist students in understanding and practicing acceptable academic activities. Further, UOIT has developed interactive electronic resources to assist students in understanding how Internet resources can be used for academic purposes. 

In addition to the development of educational resources, UOIT reserves the right to use electronic tools and strategies to help detect and prevent plagiarism. Accordingly, UOIT has purchased a license giving its faculty unlimited use of Turnitin.com. 

Overview of Turnitin.com

Turnitin.com is a plagiarism detection system that uses proprietary search technology to check assignments against Internet resources, proprietary databases, and previously submitted student assignments.  

It operates within relevant laws and is widely used by universities in the United States and by a growing number of universities in Canada.  It has over 2,000 registered institutions and over 200,000 registered users from 50 countries.  The Turnitin.com database searches billions of pages on the Internet and currently holds over a million previously submitted assignments (including paper mill essays). 

As part of its license agreement with UOIT, Turnitin.com will purge its database of all UOIT student assignments every five years.  
Some of the recognized benefits of using Turnitin.com include:

1. it promotes fairness and academic integrity;

2. it values the privacy and intellectual property of students;

3. it detects and deters plagiarism quickly and efficiently;

4. it encourages students to use and cite sources appropriately;

5. it can help advance the academic reputation of the course, the program and UOIT making the degree potentially more valuable to students and their future employers;  and

6. in addition to helping enhance academic integrity, the service provides a site where class notes can be posted and where faculty can set up a calendar to notify students of deadlines for assignments. 

Application of Turnitin.com

Faculty members are not compelled to use Turnitin.com, but it is available as a tool to detect plagiarism. If faculty members are going to use Turnitin.com, students must be notified in class at the beginning of the semester.  As well, the following passage must be placed in the course syllabus:

The University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic integrity as defined in UOIT policies and contained in the UOIT Calendar. UOIT and faculty members reserve the right to use electronic means to detect and help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents for five academic years. The faculty member may require students to submit their assignments  electronically to Turnitin.com or the faculty member may submit questionable text on behalf of a student. The terms that apply to UOIT’s use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com website. 

Students are not compelled to submit assignments submitted to Turnitin.com.  If a student objects to the use the service, he/she must inform the faculty member within two weeks of the start of the course.  The student may transfer out of the course, or, if the faculty member agrees, the student may use alternate method acceptable to UOIT for verifying the originality and integrity of assignments (e.g. the submission of all rough work and an annotated bibliography of all sources consulted).  A student’s use of an acceptable alternate to Turnitin.com will not adversely affect that student’s grade.

If a student does not object to the use of Turnitin.com, that student must sign and submit the Assignment Cover Sheet attached to this policy as Appendix A with each assignment submitted for assessment.

When an assignment is assessed, Turnitin.com provides an originality report to both the faculty member and student.  Faculty members are encouraged to assess student assignments before viewing the originality reports for such assignments in order to assure students that their work is treated fairly in assessment.  It is the responsibility of the faculty member to determine the quality of the originality report and to assess whether the parts identified by Turnitin.com may reasonably be considered to contain plagiarized text.  If the faculty member determines that the offence of plagiarism has been committed, then the faculty member is to follow the steps outlined in UOIT’s Academic Misconduct Policy.

This policy is effective as of September 1, 2004 and is subject to change by UOIT.

Appendix A

ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET

I declare that course assignments are original and has not been submitted for assessment elsewhere.

I agree that the assessor of this assignment may, for the purpose of assessing this assignment:

(a) reproduce this assignment and provide a copy to another faculty member;            and

(b) communicate a copy of this assignment to the electronic plagiarism detection service known as Turnitin.com.

I agree that this plagiarism detection service may then retain a copy of this assignment, without notice or payment of any compensation to me, on its database for the purpose of future plagiarism detection.

I acknowledge having been informed by my course instructor that use of the Turnitin.com service is voluntary.

I acknowledge freely declining the option of using an alternate method acceptable to UOIT for verifying the originality and integrity of this assignment (e.g. the submission of all rough work and an annotated bibliography of all sources consulted).  

_______________________                       ____________________________
Date                                                                Name of Student (Please print)

                                                                     _____________________________
                                                                       Signature of Student     


